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The American Civil War (by Matt Larson [Iowa]) 

1. Hailing from one of the most prominent commercial families of Alexandria, his marriage to Virginia Mason, among Virginia's wealthiest 
women, brought him extensive responsibilities as manager of the family's estate, Yorkshire. Yorkshire was a 1200 acre tract close by the small 
creek known as Bull Run, just outside of the village of Manassas Junction, where he and his family were living when a cannonball smashed into 
their summer kitchen. Sensing that the war would rage around the estate, he moved his family - to Appomattox Courthouse. YIP, identifY this 
man who hosted Lee's surrender to Grant, who can make the claim that the war started in his back yard and ended in his front parlor. 

Wilmer Mclean 

2. In October 1861, a Union force was ordered to probe Confederate defenses here, but was trapped underneath a bluff on the Potomac and shot to 
pieces. Among the wounded carried from the field, with two musket balls in his chest, was Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. Also killed in the fiasco 
was Oregon Senator Edward D. Baker, for whom the Lincolns had named their second child. FIP, identifY this embarrassing rput which resulted 
in closer Congressional oversight of the war effort. 

Ball's Bluff 

3. Preparing for an assault here, General Charles Smith told the 2nd Iowa, "This is your chance. You volunteered to be killed for love of your 
country and now you can be. You are only damned volunteers. I am only a soldier and don't want to be killed, but you came to be killed and now 
you can be." However, the assault never took place. Confederate General John Floyd lost his nerve but said surrendering would violate his oath to 
the government. He passed the responsibility to Gideon Pillow, who refused. Finally, Simon Bolivar Buckner said he'd surrender, to avoid 
blooshed. FTP, identifY this pair offorts in Tennessee, the taking of which by U.S. Grant was the first great Union victory of the war. 

Forts !k!:ia and Donelson (They can reverse the order) 

4. Yorktown to Williamsburg to White House landing to Seven Pines, then the Seven Days battles at Mechanicsville, Gaines' Mill, Savage's 
Station, Frayser's Farm, and Malvern Hill, then finally Hanison's landing, where McClellan began transferring his forces onto ships for the 
voyage back to Maryland. FTP, identifY this grand plan of George McClellan to take Richmond, which failed despite Union victories at almost 
every encounter. 

The Peninsula or Peninsular Campaign 

5. First, Jackson fought the Union commander to a standoff at Cedar Mountain. Then, I.E.B. Stuart raided his headquarters, making off with 
$35,000 in cash, the commander's dress coat, and a notebook outlying the disposition of Union forces in northern Virginia. Then Jackson marched 
aWllild General Pope' s right flank and looted the Union supply depot at Manassas. In a fit of anger, Pope attacked Jackson on August 29th, could 
not dislodge him, and awoke on the 30th to see James Longstreet's men had joined Jackson's. He attacked anyway, and wits thoroughly defeated. 
FTP, identifY this battle of 1862, the casualties of which were five times as many as the first battle at this location. 

Second Bull Run or Second Manassas 

6. A patent clerk when the war broke out in 1861, this energetic native of Massachusetts set about collecting brandy, tobacco, soap, fruit, and 
sewing kits and distributing them to the soldiers from her home state. However, in the blood aftermath of the first battle of Bull Run, she realized 
much more needed to be done, and did all she could to aid the Union wounded at Cedar Mountain, Second Bull Run, Chantilly, and Antietam. 
FTP, identifY this woman who George McClellan described as "The Angel of the Battlefield." 

Clara Barton 

7. The assault was in two parts - four divisions under William Franklin were to attack Jackson on the left while the main assault force, under 
Joseph Hooker were ordered to take Marye's (Marie's) Heights. Lee refused to believe that the enemy would attempt to take the Heights, and 
watched 14 Union assaults on the ridge beaten back, commenting, "It is well that war is so terrible, we should grow too fond of it." FIP, identifY 
this first and only battle the Army of the Potomac fought under Ambrose E. Burnside, costing the Union 12,600 men. 

Battle of Fredericksburg 



8. He issued campaign statements from a hotel room in Windsor, Ontario, since he was not allowed to enter the United States. He had been 
sentenced to death, but rather than make a martyr out of his political enemy, Lincoln had commuted his sentence to banishment to the South. He 
lost the 1863 Ohio gubernatorial campaign - in fact, he never again held elected office, save for his spell as head of the Sons of Liberty - known 
colloquially as Copperheads. FIP, identifY this Ohio Peace Democrat and outspoken critic of Lincoln's war effort. 

Clement Vallandigham 

9. Born in Philadelphia, he married a woman from Virginia while serving at various Southern army posts, and when the war broke out, he 
resigned from the U.S. army and offered his services to Richmond. They put him in charge of artillery in Virginia. In 1862, they promoted him to 
commander of the Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana, where he inherited the task of defending Vicksburg, Mississippi - a 
thankless task, at best, and he was not up to the task. FIP, identifY this man who slUTendered Vicksburg to the Union on July 4th, 1863. 

John c. Pemberton 

10. Just 3 days after the end of the race and draft riots in New York City, the six hundred men of this regiment attacked Fort Wagner, South 
Carolina as part of a campaign to take Charleston. Barely over 300 men returned to tell the tale of the failed attack - however, the nation had seen 
that African-Americans could fight bravely and well, and the Union began full-scale recruitment of black soldiers. FIP, identifY this regiment who 
left their commanding officer, Robert Gould Shaw, amongst the dead at Wagner. 

54th Massachusetts 

11. There was a place on the saddle bow for a trooper to strap his overcoat, and a place on the cantle to strap his poncho and blanket. Straps were 
provided to hang everything from saddle bags to coffee cups. Thanks to its utilitarian appeal and rugged nature, it became the most popular 
cavalry saddle by the end of the Civil War - yet it was designed by an infantry officer. FIP, identifY this saddle, designed by a man who 
commanded the Anny of the Potomac. 

McClellan Saddle 

12. At about noon on May 5th
, 1864, one of the most vicious battles of the entire war began. Designed to initiate Grant's spring offensive, the 

battlefield was quite close to both Chancellorsville and Fredericksburg - not that any of the combatants could see that. In fact, most of them 
couldn't see the men firing at them through the brush, leading to many skinnishes between regiments on the same side. FIP, identifY this battle 
fought in the thickets and brambles of eastern Virginia, which kicked off almost 6 solid weeks of battle between Grant and Lee. 

Battle of the Wilderness 

13. The name' s the same. One was a soldier from Indiana. Present at the fall of Fort Sumter, he fought at Wilson's Creek and Pea Ridge before 
being court-martialed for murdering his commanding officer. Acquitted, he went on to fight with Grant and then Sherman in the West until the 
end of the war. The other resigned his Senate seat in 1860 and was gardening with his wife at Briarfield when he received a fateful telegram. 
FIP, identity this name, shared by a Brigadier General of the United States army and the President Of the Confederate States of America. 

Jefferson Davis (The Union general called himselfIefferson C. Davis to differentiate himself) 

14. The plan might have worked, had it not been for errors and general tardiness. Hood wanted two full corps of his army to attack George 
Thomas as he was crossing a body of water. In this manner, they could destroy Thomas and turn their attention to the two corps commanded by 
Schofield and McPherson. However, when the two Confederate corps finally arrived, Thomas was already entrenched on the south bank of the 
creek, and easily repulsed the pell-mell assaults launched by the disjointed Confederates. FIP, named for the body of water where Hood had 
hoped to destroy Thomas * , this was what first battle in a sequence of Confederate disasters which would end in the evacuation of Atlanta? 

Battle of Peachtree Creek (Accept Battle of Atlanta or Battle for Atlanta before the asterisk.) 

15. In December 1863, The New York Times greeted with delight a report that he had been killed: "Ifit be true that a loyal bullet has sent this 
traitor to eternity, every loyal heart feels satisfaction and will not scruple to express it." When Johnston surrendered to Shennan, Sherman 
privately told this man to "leave the country," reminding him that no one would forget that he was the one who announced the election of Abraham 
Lincoln to the Senate. FIP, identity this Confederate major general and Secretary of War who had been the Vice-President of the U.S. from 1857-
1861. 

John C. Breckinridge 



16. The fathers ofll1eodore and Franklin Roosevelt hired them So did Andrew Carnegie and J.P. Morgan. Even two future presidents - Chester 
A Arthur and Grover Cleveland - hired them, as did Abraham Lincoln, although Lincoln hired one as an example to the nation. FIP, identifY this 
manner of escaping the draft, one of two ways to avoid military service. 

Substitues 

17. He was in command of a brigade at Bull Roo, and so impressed the government in Richmond that they placed him in command of the 
Department of East Tennessee, where he supported Braxton Bragg's failed invasion of Kentucky. In May 1863, he was given another command, 
that of the Trans-Mississippi Department, and many people took to referring to the Confederate states west of the Mississippi River as a country 
named after this man. FTP, identifY this general who embarrassed Nathaniel Banks during the Red River campaign and who surrendered the last 
Confederate army in May of 1865. 

(Edmund) Kirby Smith (The Trans-Mississippi was referred to as Kirby Smithdom) 

18. Upon receiving their orders at this battle, General Dan Govan said to his fellow Arkansan, General Patrick Cleburne, "Well, general, there 
will not be many ofus that will get back to Arkansas." "Well, Govan," replied Cleburne, "if we are to die, let us die like men." Govan made it 
back to Arkansas, Cleburne died at this November 30, 1864 battle in Tennessee, which featured a Confederate charge which was beaten back so 
badly, the Army of Tennessee ceased to be an effective fighting force. FTP, identifY this battle, which saw Hood's army suffer some 7,000 
casualties. 

Franklin 

19. It took 14 days and traveled 1,662 rpiles to complete. Stops included Independence Hall in Philadelphia, a new outdoor pavilion in Oeveland, 
and a parade in Manhattan where scalpers sold window space above the streets for four dollars. In Chicago, the procession included 36 maidens in 
white, one for each of the restored states, and a handful of members of the "Dramatic Profession of Chicago," who wanted to show that actors were 
patriots, too. FTP, identifY the central focus of this trip, which arrived in Springfield on May 4th, 1865, along with the coffin containing Willie 
Lincoln. 

Lincoln's body or Lincoln's casket or Lincoln's coffin or Lincoln's funeral train or you get the idea, rm sure 

20. General Hardee, supported by General Bragg, broke through the first line of Union soldiers and then through a double-line of Federals, who 
irnnlediately retreated to the woods. However, as they pursued the retreating Federals, they came face to face with the 80,000 men under the 
command of William Sherman. Joseph E. Johnston, in command of the Confederates, realized the hopelessness of the situation and broke off the 
attack, saving many lives in the process which would have been needlessly wasted. FTP, identifY this final major battle of the Western armies, 
which took place nearly a month before an armistice was signed. 

Battle of Bentonville 

----------------------------------------END ROUND------------------------------- ---------------------
21. Like Jackson, in his last moments, he ordered AP. Hill to the front with his light brigade, after which he called out, "Strike the tent!" Those 
proved to be his final words. When the students under his care marched with VMI in parades, he made a careful note to be out of step, and · 
advised all who asked to get anything but a military education. FTP, identifY this man who was known as "The Marble Model" at West Point, and 
who commanded the Army of Northern Virginia from June, 1862 to April, 1865. 

Robert E. Lee . 

Bonus Questions 

1. Wouldn't it be furmy if a bunch of Yankees and Rebs in a bar began yelling back and forth, ''Bull RIm!" "Manassas!" ''Bull Run!" 
"Manassas!" Of course it wouldn't. Answer the following about the First Battle of Bull Run. 

A) For 5 each, these were the two commanding generals at the outset of the battle ... Joseph E. Johnston arrived to take command, but the man 
already in command of the Southern army refused to yield his connnand. 

Irvin McDowell and Pierre Gustave Toutant "P.G.T." Beauregard 

B) This South Carolina General, who would meet a painful death at Bull Run thanks to a minie ball, was the one who gave Thomas Jackson his 
nickname when he cried, "Look, there is Jackson with his Virginians, standing like a stone wall!" 

Bernard Bee 

C) The mixture of soldiers, politicians, and civilians running from Manassas to Washington was given this name by an angry Northern press. 



The Great Skedaddle 

2. A tip to aspiring traitors - if you' re going to set up foreign embassies, do a better job of sneaking out of the country. Answer the following 
about the Trent affair, 10 each. 

A) This was the Union sea captain who stopped the Trent, boarded it, removed two Confederate diplomats, and took them to Boston to rot in jail. 

Charles Wilkes 

B) For 5 each, identifY the two Confederate envoys - one en route to England, the other to France. 

James Murray Mason. John Slidell 

C) This was the vessel Wilkes commanded. It had been on routine patrol duty near Cuba when it stopped the Trent. 

Us.s. San Jacinto 

3. Rather than surrender with the rest of the garrison at Fort Donelson, he escaped through the Union lines with his men and would make the 
Union army wish it had captured him right then and there. F5P, identifY this famed Western Confederate cavalry leader. 

Nathan Bedford Forrest 

YIP, Forrest and his men were responsible for the massacre at this Tennessee fort in April, 1864, when they butchered an unarmed group of black 
and white Union soldiers. 

Fort Pillow 

FI5P, Forrest was the first person to hold this rank in the Ku Klux Klan - he quit when the organization grew too violent for even him 

Imperial Wizard 

4. For one day, the Confederate States of America was the most powerful naval power on earth, thanks to the Cs.s. Virginia. The next day, 
thanks to the US.s. Monitor, order was restored. However, on that one fateful day, March 8th

, 1862, the Virginia steamed out to Hampton Roads 
and proceeded to put three Union blockade vessels out of action - one sunk, one afire, and one aground. FTPE, identifY the three Union ships laid 
waste to by the Virginia. 

US.s. Cumberland, Us.s. Congress. Us.s. Minnesota 

5. FTPE, given the lyrics to a Civil War-era song, supply the title ... which will be omitted from the lyrics you hear, replaced with the word 
BLANK. 

A) "The Union forever, hurrah boys hurrah! Down with the traitor, up with the star! While we rally round the flag, boys, rally once again! 
shouting BLANK." 

"The Battle Cry of Freedom" 

B) "We are a band of brothers and native to the soil! Fighting for our liberty with treasure blood and toil! And when our rights were threatened 
the cry rose near and far! Hurrah for BLANK. that bears a single star!" 

"The Bonnie Blue Flag" 

C) "Bring the good old bugle boys we'll sing another song! Sing it with a spirit that will start the world along! Sing it like we used to sing it fifty 
thousand strong! While we were BLANK." 

"Marching Through Georgia" 

6. FTSNOP, answer these random questions about the Battle of Shiloh. 

5: He was shot in the back of the leg and while a simple tourniquet would have saved his life, none was applied, making him the highest ranking 
Confederate soldier to be killed during the Civil War. 



~bert Sidney Jolmston (Prompt on Jolmston) 

10: lbis was the name given to the center of the Union line, which held out for six hours under 12 assaults and point-blank artillery fire before 
surrendering, staving off total defeat for the North. 

Hornet's Nest 

15: His arrival with Union reinforcements on the evening of the first day of the battle turned probable Union defeat into a victory - although at 
such a cost that U.S. Grant was reassigned from command. 

Don Carlos Buell 

7. IdentifY these parts of the battlefield at Gettysburg, ten each. 

A) The extreme right flank of the Union line was anchored on this hill, named for a local family. One of the Confederate dead on the hill at the 
end of the battle was a son of this family, who had gone South to fight. 

Culp's Hill 

B) lbis nest of boulders was used by Confederates as a sniper's nest for picking Union soldiers off of Little Round Top. 

Devil's Den 

C) lbis was the high ground held by the Union which was the ultimate objective of Pickett's Charge ... judging by the flag they fly over all of the 
southern state capitals, it didn't work. 

Cemetary Ridge 

8. If the Civil War had been contested NFL style, the Union undoubtedly would've traded Benjamin Butler for anything - even a seventh-round 
draft pick - or cut him before June 1 st to avoid a salary cap penalty. Answer the following about "The Beast," 5-10-15. 

5: Butler earned the sobriquet "The Beast" during his administration of this conquered Confederate port city. 

New Orleans 

10: Butler always aspired for more power than he had, and finally ran for President in 1884 as the nominee of these two political parties. He 
eamed less than 2% of the vote, and died shortly thereafter. Name either party for 10. 

Greenback-Labor or Anti-Monopoly 

15: During Grant's Spring Offensive of 1864, Butler was supposed to march down the James River and threaten Richmond. Doing his best to fail, 
he was bottled up by a much smaller Confederate force at this loop of the James River, rendering his anny completely useless. 

Bermuda Hundred 

9. Given a handout, answer the following about the battle of Antietam, ten each. 

A) Just to the left of the Letter A on the map is a small church. IdentifY the church. 

Dunker Church 

B) Letter B represents the location of this focal point of the battle, where Confederates hid for refuge, only to be slaughtered by oncoming Federal 
troops. 

Sunken Road 

C) C is where the name of what Union general should go, a general whose repeated assaults on a stone bridge cost the Union the chance ofa 
major victory? 

Ambrose E. Burnside 



10. Vices were fimnier during the Civil War than they are now. Now, everyone is viceful. Then, everyone was also viceful. This is going 
nowhere. Answer the following, 10 each. 

A) Notable examples of these in war-time Washington were lmown as "Fort Swnter," "Madame Russell's Bake Oven," and "Headquarters 
U.S.A," and visiting such an establishment was often referred to as "going down the line." 

Brothel (Accept equivalents) 

B) This was given such wonderful names as "Bust-Head", ''Pop Skull," "Tanglefoot," and "Oh! Be Joyful." 

Homemade liquor (Accept liquor or alcohol) 

C) Soldiers often threw these items away inunediately before battle because possessing such a thing was considered "inunoraI." Then, after the 
battles, they would go out and buy more. 

Decks of cards (accept equivalents) 

11. At the beginning of the movie Gettysburg, a Maine soldier who refuses to fight says of Union generals, "They couldn't pour pee out of a boot 
with instructions written on the heel." His fiustrations were W1doubtedly influenced by FightiIi' Joe Hooker's demise at Chancellorsville. Answer 
the following about the battle of Chancellors ville, ten each. 

A) Lee did not fall for Hooker's feint towards this town. Instead, he split his smaller anny in two and followed the main body of the Army of the 
Potomac. 

Fredericksburg 

B) This Union general, in command of the XI (Eleventh) Corps, was in charge of the extreme Union right. He disregarded reports that the 
Confederates were flanking him. They were. They did. They won. 

Oliver O. Howard 

C) After Stonewall Jackson was wounded, command of his corps fell to this man, who fought ably before returning to his previous command after 
the battle. 

lE.B. Stuart 

12. William Rosecrans and Braxton Bragg both decided on identical flanking maneuvers, which, had lhey been allowed to finish, wouid have pill 
the two armies on the opposite side of the battlefield from where they started. However, Rosecrans tried to close a gap in his line which wasn't 
there, in the process opening another one, and almost initiated the destruction of his anny at, FTP, what battle of September 19-20, 1863? 

Chickamauga 

For another ten, this Virginia-born Union general held the entire Confederate force off while the Union anny retreated, saving the army and 
earning himself the niclmame "Rock of Chickamauga" and eventually William Rosecran's job. 

George ''Pap'' Thomas 

For the final ten, the Union Army of the Tennessee retreated to this city, where Bragg laid siege to them before U.S. Grant arrived to break them 
out. 

Chattanooga 

13. Given the famed Abraham Lincoln quote, identifY the city in which he gave the speech, 5-10-15. 

5: "Four score and seven years ago." 

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 

10: "The better angels of our nature ... " 



Washington. D.C. 

15: "A house divided against itself can not stand." 

Springfielg, lllinois 

14. IdentifY these battles of1864, ten each. 

A) After the stalemate in the Wilderness, Grant ordered Meade to do what no commander of the Army of the Potomac had ever done - continue 
moving south. The resulting battle, swirling around places given names like the Angle and the Horseshoe, lasted almost two weeks. 

Spotsylvania Courthouse 

B) After Spotsylvania, Lee correctly predicted Grant's next move to this area, where Lee dug in on the high ground. Grant, in a fit of frustration, 
ordered several frontal assaults, none of which were successful. Grant later said ordering the last charge here was his only true mistake of the war. 

Cold Harbor 

C) After Cold Harbor, Lee thought Grant would retire to lick his wounds. Instead, Grant order an advance on this Confederate rail center, which 
would have fallen had Union advance units simply attacked the town. Instead, a nearly year-long siege ensued. 

Petersburg 

14. IdentifY the man, 30-20-10. 

30: He was wounded at Petersburg when, while standing atop an earthwork to rally his men, he was shot through the pelvis. Grant, convinced the 
wound was mortal, promoted him to major general on the spot. The wound was mortal. h killed him in 1914. 
20: A professor at Bowdoin before the war, he would serve as president of Bowdoin after the war, as well as two tenns as governor of Maine. 
10: His decision on Little Round Top to order his 20th Maine to charge the 8th Alabama saved the hill, the flank, the battle, the war, and our way of 
life. 

Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain 

15. IdentifY the human being from quotes, 30-20-10. 

30: "He stood by me when I was crazy, and I stood by him when he was drunk;, and now we stand by each other always." 
20: "War is the remedy our enemies have chosen, and I say let us give them all they want' not a word of argument, not a sign oflet-up, no cave in 
till we are whipped, or they are . .. 
10: "War is all hell." 

William Tecumseh Sherman 

16. The election of 1860 was the cinder block which broke the camel's back in regards to starting the war. Stephen Douglas was the only 
candidate of the four who campaigned nationally, and in a bitter twist of irony, he finished fourth. First . . . 5 for one, 15 for both, identifY the two 
states which Douglas won, one of which instructed its electors to vote for Lincoln anyway. 

Missouri, New Jersev 

F5PE, identifY the three states which third-place finisher John Bell won. 

Tennessee, Kentucky, Virginia 

17. Four persons were hanged for conspiring to kill President Lincoln - none of whom were John Wilkes Booth. The four were guilty of trying to 
kill Secretary of State William Seward, Vice-President Andrew Johnson, being part of the plot, and owning the boarding house where the others 
met. IdentifY any three of the four FTPE. 

Lewis Powell or Lewis Paine, George A Atzerodt, David E. Herolg, Mary Surratt 

18. IdentifY these aspects of the surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia, ten each. 



A) This battle of April 6th was the final pitched battle the Army of Northern Virginia fought. They lost 8000 killed, captured, or missing - nearly a 
third of their anny. Lee then retreated to Appomattox Court House. 

Sayler's Creek 

B) After the evacuation of Richmond, Jefferson Davis declared this Virginia city the new Confederate capital, but was forced to flee again when 
Lee began asking for terms. 

Danville 

C) Joshua lawrence Chamberlain was the officer selected to receive the Confederate surrender. What Georgian and future governor and senator 
surrendered the Army of Northern VIrginia? 

John B. Gordon 

19. Be ye a Rebel, or be ye a Yankee? Choose now as to which side you'd like to answer a bonus 011. (Seriously. Let them pick.) 

UNION: The only Union anny commander to die during the war was James B. McPherson at Atlanta. However, three other men died while in 
command of anny corps, one at Antietam, one at Gettysburg, and one at Spotsylvania. Name them, ten each. 

Joseph K Mansfield, John F. Revnolds, John Sedgwick 

CONFEDERATES: The only Confederate anny commander to die during the war was Albert Sidney Johnston at Shiloh. However, three other 
men died while in command of anny corps, one at Chancellorsville, one at Pine Mountain, and one at Petersburg. Name them, ten each. 

Thomas "Stonewall" Jackson, Leonidas Polk, Ambrose £owell Hill (Prompt on Hill) 

20. Clara Barton was not the only woman to become well known due to her war efforts. IdentifY the following, 5-10-15. 

5: Before the war, she worked to improve conditions at mental hospitals. She was named head of Union nurses shortly after the shelling at Fort 
Sumter, she was tireless and so autocratic that she was given the nickname "Dragon." 

DortheaDix 

10: She was the only woman Sherman allowed into his camps, when asked why, he replied, "She ranks me." An agent of the Sanitary 
Commission, she endured 19 battles brewing coffee, assisting surgeons, helping the wounded write letters, and earning the nickname "Mother." 

Mary Ann Bickerdyke 

15: She ran a private hospital in Richmond with a staff of only 6 other people. She treated 1,333 men over the course of the war and kept all but 
73 of them alive, a record unmatched anywhere else during the war. 

Sally Tompkins 






